My Chromecast Saga
For once the “Getting started” documentation was
clear and correct.
I plugged the Chromecast #1 (upstairs) into my TV
via HDMI; then I had to go online on my smartphone
to do the “Setup”, this involved downloading and
installing “Google Home” this was so beautifully
easy. Before the Chromecast could be used it needed
to update its software. I was prompted to link it to
my router; and after that, it didn’t take long
before it was up and running.
While I was at it I also installed “Google Home” on
my live smartphone (Samsung S4) and on my tablet
(Samsung Tab 4), great, the Chromecast can now be
controlled by any of the 3 gadgets.
I then wanted to install another Chromecast #2
downstairs. It hooked up ok, but the update just
looped – it stayed on 0% for hours on end until I
“x’ed” the upgrade. Thinking about it decided that
maybe the “Google Home” apps needed to be reinstalled, so I uninstalled “Google Home”, cleared
the cache and data in “Play Store” – but alas – my
Wi-Fi network is now refusing to let me install
anything from “Google Play Store”. It was a faulty
“Chromecast” and it has been returned and refunded.
It was not my applications/gadgets that were faulty;
because when I went to my neighbour and use their

Wi-Fi to download from “Play Store” it worked fine.
It took about 3 weeks before my Wi-Fi was working
correctly again.

My pc-muse never arrived
My pc-muse never visited me for the first U3A meeting after
the summer break; but I managed to talk about emails and virus
“pass-on” when replying, thanks to one member sending in a
question about it.
This led to talking about Office Outlook 2010 and Microsoft
forcing users to change to MS-Exchange Server. By telling them
about my experiences, I touched on a couple of features in
Outlook 2010 that the members were not aware of: Filters,
Task, Appointments and recurrence. This will now become a
topic for the next U3A meeting.
I also talked about backup; because I was annoyed that some
backup programs don’t warn the user NOT to backup onto the
same device where the data is held. This led to questions
about how to backup Outlook 2010 and a physical demo of said
as a topic for the next meeting.
When I was talking about my email system I demonstrated the
way I had managed to move my system from Outlook 2010 to
Mozilla Thunderbird; and vaguely touched on the difficulties
of syncing the calendar from my PC to my mobile phone and
tablet. Some members were interested in Thunderbird; like how
to get started, download, install, and setup the email
accounts. So here is another topic for a later U3A meeting.

I can’t remember how it came about; but somehow we managed to
talk about OCR and I stated that most three-in-one printers
came with some sort of OCR software; most members were not
aware of this; so I requested they send me the name of their
printer and I would check their software packages. This will
become a short topic for another U3A meeting.
While talking OCR I also mentioned that the software I am
using (OmniPage Pro) will let me open a picture of text, scan
it and create text that can be imported into Word or Excel.
This is quite a snazzy feature but I think one has to pay for
that feature.
Somewhere along the many thoughts that were flying about we
also spoke about using “Google Translate” to capture speech
and convert it into text for Word. I tried it on the laptop
but the microphone wasn’t available. Why? Because some laptops
don’t have microphones installed. But if you add an external
microphone to the laptop; Google Translate will display the
mic-symbol.
I promised that I would find some Win10 problems pages:
First
something
positive
http://windows.about.com/

about

Win10:

http://betanews.com/2016/04/25/windows-10-update-problems/
How to Fix Problems Caused by Windows Updates (Updated
September 08, 2016)
http://pcsupport.about.com/od/system-security/a/fix-problems-c
aused-by-windows-updates.htm
How to Prevent Windows Updates From Crashing Your PC (Updated
November 19, 2015)
http://pcsupport.about.com/od/system-security/a/prevent-window
s-update-problems.htm
Windows 10 Update Fail (Updated August 20, 2015)
http://windows.about.com/od/securityprivacy/fl/Windows-10-Upda

te-Fail.htm

